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RESUME OF ORVAL H. POLK 
Orval H. Polk was born at Canon City, 
Colorado, in 1904 and attended the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder. He received 
the degree B. S. in Electrical Engineering 
with Special Honors ln June 1927. 
After graduation he was employed by 
Westinghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co. and the 
E. I. DuPont de Nemours Company. In 
the fall of 1928 he returned to the University 
of Colorado for graduate study and was an 
instructor of engineering mathematics during 
that academic year. 
In 1929 he was appointed an instructor in 
Electrical Engineering at the. University of 
Arizona, where he served for 13 years, and 
was an Associate Professor for the last 2 years. 
The M. S. Degree was awarded in 1933. The M. S. thesis problem was 
''Investigation of Methods for Measuring the Resistivity of Large Sections 
of Earth." The thesis for the professional degree E.E . . was an "Economic 
Electric Power Survey of Arizona." This degree was awarded by the Uni-
versity of Colorado in 1940. Additional industrial experience was obtained 
at General Electric, M.S. Tel. & Tel. Co., and at the Lockheed Aircraft 
Corporation. 
He was commissioned LT, USNR, in June 1942 and assigned to the USNR 
Midshipmen's School, New York. During his three years at this school he 
served as Assistant Head, Ordnance Department; Head of Dept. -Line Instruction 
Program for Aviators; supervising engineer for the design, layout and installation 
of a modem destroyer type fire control system for the school; and was one of 
three authors of "Naval Ordnance and Gunnery!' NavPers 16116. This textbook 
has been widely used by the U.S. Navy. 
In May 1945 be was transferred to the Electrical Engineering Department 
of the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School and has been a civilian professor in that 
department since June 1946. During 1947-1951 he continued graduate study at 
the Johns Hopkins University in the Doctor of Engineering program. His current 
research ts concerned with current conduction through electrical insulating fluids 
and applications of electronic analog computers to the solution of control problems. 
He is a member of Theta Tau, Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Xi, and the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 
